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Since he started playing trumpet in the fourth grade, Bethlehem native Clayton Reilly had one dream: to see the world as a working, touring musician.

Now, at age 25, Reilly is the trumpet player for neo-soul singer John Legend's band. He has spent just a year on tour with the band, but Reilly has already seen the world and then some. Count South Korea, China and Dubai among the many countries he's played, not to mention trekking across the United States.

Factor in meeting and sharing the stage with music legends -- no pun intended -- and Reilly has had a pretty good start to his professional career.

"It's just been amazing," he says. "A life-changing experience."

Reilly's flirtation with music traces to his childhood, when he would sit with his grandfather and listen to Big Band records, learning the names of the era's trumpet players.

He began formal lessons at Asa Packer Elementary School with band director Ronald Haas, whom Reilly anoints as "the one who taught me how to love music."

Haas also directed the band at Nitschmann Middle School, where Reilly was a member of virtually every student ensemble.

"He gave me a lot of opportunities to play and get to where I am," Reilly says of Haas, who has since retired from teaching.

After graduating from Liberty High School in 2002, where he was president of the band, Reilly found himself yearning to be a musician in Philadelphia. It was a perfect fit when he got accepted to the city's University of the Arts.

"Philly's very important to me," he says. "There's a lot of history there, and it's really an honor to be a small part of the scene when so many artists come out of the city. It's always been about putting myself in the position to be successful, and [Philadelphia] was the best place for me to find that."

While in college, Reilly networked with the city's best musicians through playing various gigs. He hustled by performing in different gospel choirs for "little to nothing," while studying trumpet performance and music education. Connections eventually led to stints with venerable R&B artists like Natalie Cole, Patti Labelle, Diddy and Maya. But it was an opening in British songstress Corinne Bailey Rae's band that really raised Reilly's profile.

Reilly joined Rae's band in 2007 for a lengthy U.S. tour opening for Legend, a Philly native. Reilly got to know the members of Legend's band well, and last year, they came calling for the rising trumpet player to join their ranks. He's been with them ever since.

"John was one of my favorite artists before I even started to play with him," Reilly says. "So to play with someone that I look up to musically and to learn what he stands for and means to the community, it makes the whole dream that much better."

Legend has been promoting his acclaimed third album, "Evolver," around the world almost non-stop since its release last year. Reilly has been along for the ride, appearing on programs such as ABC's "Jimmy Kimmel Live" and CBS's "Early Show."

Yet somehow, he's also found time to work on his fledgling production company, Phatboi Productions.

Along with two partners, Reilly has written and produced songs for local and national artists, including songs with Legend and his brother, Vaughn Anthony. Reilly produced Anthony's lead single, "In Your Shoes," which can be purchased on iTunes.

Working and hanging out with Legend has inspired Reilly.

"He's a really good role model as a musician, businessman and just as a person," he says.

Reilly will have plenty of time to learn from Legend. He says the singer is "very loyal to the people who work for him," and that "as long as you hold up your end of the bargain, we're all family." He proclaims, "I don't plan on going anywhere anytime soon."

As for the next step, Reilly declares his new goal.

"I want music to be musical again," he says. "That's why I've been working on producing a lot. My goal is to get on a bunch of artists' records, and to create a sound, and for people to know my sound as a songwriter and producer. I want to take music to the next level."

That might sound like a lofty aim for anyone else, but not for someone who's already made his first dream come true.
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JOHN LEGEND with India.Arie and Vaughn Anthony

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday

Where: Mann Center for the Performing Arts, 5201 Parkside Ave., Fairmount Park, Philadelphia

How much: $65, $70

Info: 215-893-1999, www.manncenter.org
Online: www.johnlegend.com, www.johnlegendband.net

