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Depending on how old you are, you know Howie Mandel for one of several things.

If you're a baby boomer, you probably remember Mandel as the young, outrageous stand-up comic in the late 1970s who would inflate a latex glove over his head by blowing through his nose. You may also recall his stint 1982-1988 as Dr. Wayne Fiscus on NBC's hit medical drama "St. Elsewhere."

If you're a millennial, you likely were exposed to Mandel through his voice work in the late 1980s and early '90s. He lent wacky voices to characters like Gizmo in the movie "Gremlins" and created the beloved kids' cartoon, "Bobby's World," which ran on Fox 1990-1998.

And if you're part of the Internet Generation, you surely know Mandel as the bald, bantering host of NBC's popular game show, "Deal or No Deal," which reignited the comic's career in 2005 and has earned him flocks of new fans around the world.

But Mandel says he still can't believe he's known at all, let alone as a celebrity across multiple generations.

"There isn't a day that goes by that I don't turn to my wife or myself and say, "Can you believe this?' " Mandel says by phone from Los Angeles. "At this point in my life, I would have just been thrilled to have a job."

Mandel didn't have many jobs during the early part of the decade. But now he has several -- game show host ("Deal or No Deal" starts a second season of national syndication on Monday), author ("Here's the Deal: Don't Touch Me," a revealing memoir due out Nov. 24); and stand-up comic (Mandel has 200 gigs in 2009, including a date at Penn's Peak on Thursday.

"I haven't taken a break in a long time," says Mandel, who also produced and hosted "Howie Do It," a popular NBC prank show January through June. "The worst thing that can happen for me is to take a day off. I love what I do, and I feel pretty lucky that what I do happens to be fun. [My success] certainly wasn't planned, but nobody's enjoying it more than me."

Mandel says that even with a full plate of projects, he'll never abandon stand-up.
"A lot of people in my business used to do stand-up," he says. "It was a great means to an end, and a great showcase for getting into movies or TV, but regardless of what I've done throughout my career, I've always come back to stand-up. It's my roots. The one thing you'll notice when you come to see me live is that there are no boundaries, there are no marks to hit and there are no lines to recite. It's just the pure, primal instinct of whoever I am."

Mandel is quick to point out that his stand-up isn't for everyone. He urges parents not to bring young kids to his shows.

"Don't bring your 8-year-old to see the man from "Deal or No Deal,' " Mandel says. "My live act is a lot more improvisational, and I don't edit myself. I change it to suit the moment, whatever the moment is. The audience interaction is very much a part of it. Wherever I am or whatever's happening is what hones or shapes what each moment is about."

Mandel's current tour coincides with the release of his memoir "Here's The Deal," which chronicles his struggles with obsessive-compulsive disorder and adult attention deficit hyperactive disorder, both of which he kept hidden for most of his professional career until a few years ago. Mandel often incorporates his trials living with OCD and ADHD in his act, and has been praised for being so open.

"I would do anything to give [the diseases] up, and I do show qualms," he says. "If you read the book, it's filled with qualms. But I understand and have grown to know that in order to get help, it kind of served me to be more open about it. I have to admit it's not comfortable."

The book begins with an account of Mandel's 2006 appearance on "The Howard Stern Show," where he first talked about his OCD.

"I thought I revealed more than I should have," Mandel says. "It brought me to the brink. I thought I was finished and my entire career and life had collapsed. Would you hire someone if you know they had these things? As luck would have it, it hasn't inhibited people from hiring me."

If anything, Mandel's candor has raised his profile. But as for his plans for the future or how long he will host "Deal or No Deal," his answer is noncommittal.

"Nothing I've ever done has a timetable," Mandel says. "If [the show] goes on for another 30 years, no one would be more thrilled than me. I don't look at an end game or where it would go. As long as I'm doing it right now, that's what I enjoy doing. But I will show up anywhere and do anything that anyone wants me to, as long as they have me show up."

Given his varied career, Mandel probably has a couple more waves to ride before he leaves the limelight. It's quite possible that the next generation will know him for something completely different.

So how does the man who has been so much to so many want to be remembered in the grand scheme of things?

"It would be nice just to be remembered," Mandel says. "I don't care for what … I just want not to be forgotten. Whether you remember me as the host of a game show or a funny comic or actor, if it touched you and you remembered it, I'm not going to question it."

HOWIE MANDEL
What: Host of "Deal of No Deal" performs stand-up comedy
When: 8 p.m. Thursday
Where: Penn's Peak, 325 Maury Road, Jim Thorpe
Tickets: $49 and $54
Info: 866-605-7325, www.pennspeak.com

